
Stanley Sadie Archive Project

Stanley Sadie (1930–2005)
Stanley Sadie (1930–2005) studied in Cambridge (Gonville and 
Caius College, BA, MusB 1953, MA 1957, PhD 1958) and went  
on to become an eminent musicologist, music critic and editor. 
His many fields of interest included opera, Mozart, Handel,  
J.C. Bach and Boccherini; his doctoral thesis was on 18th-
century British chamber music. From 1970 to 2000 he was 
editor of the New Grove dictionaries. He worked simultaneously 
as music critic for The Times (1964–1981) and Gramophone 
(1965–2004) and as editor of the Musical Times (1967–1987). 
He served as President of both the Royal Musical Association 
(1989–1994) and the International Musicological Society 
(1992–1997). In 1981 he was awarded an Honorary LittD by the 
University of Leicester and in 1982 appointed CBE. He was a 
Visiting Fellow at Sidney Sussex College in 1993 and, near the 
end of his life, an Honorary Fellow of Gonville and Caius.
 
The archive 
Cambridge University Library is delighted to have received the 
Stanley Sadie Archive as a gift from his widow Julie Anne. 

The archive is an important addition to the Library’s existing 
music collections, which include several archives of eminent 

British composers, musicians and musicologists, containing 
correspondence, compositions, concert programmes and 
other research materials crucial to the study of 20th-century 
British musical life. 

The Stanley Sadie Archive includes: materials relating to 
Sadie’s years in Cambridge, manuscript scores for research 
and publication, newspaper review cuttings books, reviews 
in journals, correspondence with colleagues, musicologists, 
prominent people, research and correspondence relating 
to editions of music, programme and record sleeve 
notes, lecture texts, BBC broadcast scripts and recordings, 
materials relating to the editorship of Grove, contracts, 
correspondence and accounts, and materials that illuminate 
Sadie’s working methods.

Our priority now is to make the Stanley Sadie Archive 
accessible to researchers and the wider public. The Library 
already has the necessary infrastructure and staff in place to 
manage the archive and lead the project, but requires the 
specialist skills of a Research Assistant with a musicological 
background to undertake a six-month project to catalogue 
and process the archive.

If you would like further information about supporting  
this project, please contact:
Anna Pensaert, Head of Music Collections,  
University Library, West Road, Cambridge  CB3 9DR 
Tel: 01223 333072    Email: amljp2@cam.ac.uk
www.lib.cam.ac.uk

The cost of a Research Assistant to catalogue the 
Stanley Sadie Archive is £20,000. We are seeking 
philanthropic support for this important project.


